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Workforce Challenges and Topics for Today: 

- Our Economic History: taking a long look back 
- Recessions -- challenging, but not unusual! 
- Employment and changes over time 

- by the number and  
- by the industry share, especially manufacturing 
 

- Recent challenges: 
- Industrial ups and downs, including some structural changes 

- Impacts on people, the face of unemployment: 
- Unemployment όǘǊŜƴŘǎΣ άǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘΣέ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦ƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ Χ 

- industries and occupations hit the hardest; the influence of education 
 

- Looking ahead at Recovery:  
  - Employment 

 - Industries and occupations out in front  

- Appendix   
  

 



ά¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ  ŀǊǊƛǾŜ  

  before you know it and depart under the same 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦέ http://www.cnbc.com/id/20510977 

 

The National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) is considered to be 
ǘƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀǊōƛǘŜǊέ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

 
DEFINITIONΥ άŀ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦέ (Consider: industrial production, gross  
domestic product, gross domestic income, sales, employment, etc.) 

 

 

Recurring Events: 
Recessions  



 

wŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ Χ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

Early 20th century recessions:  (Note: 11 recessions between 1902 and 1948) 

Å Sept. 1902 ς August 1904   23 months 
Å May 1907 ς June 1908   13 months 
Å Jan. 1910 ς Jan. 1912   24 months 
Å Jan. 1913 ς Dec. 1914   23 months 
Å ΧΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфнф ς March 1933  по ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Χ  

                                               ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέ 
 

Recessions in the last 60 years: 
Å Nov. 1948 ς October 1949   11 months 
Å July 1953 ς May 1954   10 months 
Å Aug. 1957 ς April 1958     8 months 
Å April 1960 ς February 1961   10 months 
Å Dec. 1969 ς Nov. 1970   11 months 
Å Nov. 1973 ς aŀǊŎƘ мфтр ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 16 months 
Å Jan. 1980 ς July 1980     6 months 
Å July 1981 ς Nov. 1982 *   ΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ мс ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
Å July 1990 ς aŀǊŎƘ мффм ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ    8 months 
Å March 2001 ς bƻǾΦ нллм ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ  8 months 

Å Dec. 2007 ς June 2009 ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ му ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Χ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ wŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴέ 
   *  Note: the recession in the early 1980s was preceded by the 1979 revolution in Iran which was considered instrumental in causing skyrocketing oil prices. 

The early years of the 1980s saw serious bank and savings and loan issues, including business failures, as well as increased interest rates by the Federal Reserve in an 
effort to slow the rate of growth of money. In June 1982, the prime interest rate peaked at 21.5%; the recession itself peaked in Nov./Dec. 1982.                           
5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ мфтф ǿŀǎ фΦт҈Σ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ мтΦн҈ ƛƴ мфунΦ 

 Lƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ ŀǘ мрΦр҈ ƛƴ нллфΦ  



http://www.moneycafe.com/library/primerate.htm  

http://www.moneycafe.com/library/primerate.htm


U.S. is facing the longest return to pre-recession employment levels since World War II. 



Χ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ 

 

- Percent change in total employment: 1960s, 1970s, 
1980s, 1990s, and 2000s 

- 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ  

- Wood products (and some data challenges) 
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Percent Change in Total Employment:   
 Douglas County and Oregon 

1960 - 2009, by decade (covered employment*) 

Douglas County OREGON 

* NoteΥ άŎƻǾŜǊŜŘέ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ς employment data from those businesses participating in the unemployment 
insurance program. This represents ~ 94% of those working in the area.  

Losses were mainly  in the 
later part of the decade. 
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Manufacturing 

Non-manufacturing 

1971: Manufacturing  employed 
9,740 people; 41.5% of county's 
covered employment 

1971: Non-manufacturing  
employed 13,720 people; 
58.5% of county's covered 
employment 

2000: Non-manufacturing  
employed 30,070 people; 
78.6% of county's covered 
employment.  
Examples: construction, 
transportation, utilities, 
wholesale and retail trade, 
finance, business services, 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΧΦ 

2000: Manufacturing  employed 
8,810 people;  21.4% of county's 
covered employment 

Douglas County, 1971 ς 2000 
Manufacturing and Non-Manufacturing Employment 

Population 1970: 71,743 
                     1980: 93,748 
                     1990: 94,649 
                     2000: 100,399 
                     2010: 107,667 



Douglas County Employment by Industry, 1971 ς 2000                                      
(Standard Industrial Classification system)             

                     = Recessions 

0 

2,000 

4,000 

6,000 

8,000 

10,000 

12,000 

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 

T
o

ta
l C

o
ve

re
d

 E
m

p
lo

ym
e

n
t 

in
 D

o
u

g
la

s 
C

o
u

n
ty

 

MANUFACTURING 

     Mfg (SIC, pre-2001): lumber & wood products 

CONSTRUCTION 

RETAIL TRADE 

GOVERNMENT 

1989, mining added to construction  

Source: Oregon Employment Department; Current Employment Statistics. 

Between 1989 & 2000, mining 
was added into construction. 

Until 2001, retail  trade included 
eating and drinking establishments. 
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  Manufacturing as % of Total Employment 

   Lumber & Wood Products as % of Total Employment 

  Construction as % of Total Employment 

  Retail Trade as % of Total Employment (pre-2001, included eating/drinking 
places) 
  Government as % of Total Employment 

Douglas County Industries as a Percent of 
Total Covered Employment, 1971 - 2000 

Source: Oregon Employment Department; Current Employment Statistics. 

1989, mining added to construction  
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Manufacturing as % of Total Employment 

Lumber & Wood as % of Total Employment 

Douglas County:  Manufacturing, Lumber & Wood 
Products Manufacturing, 1971 ς 2000  
(Percent of Total Covered Employment) 

1972: 
42.0% 

35.7% 
1976: 
36.1% 

30.7% 

16.7% 

2000: 
21.4% 

bƻǘŜΥ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ άǇŜŀƪŜŘέ Ϥ мфтоΥ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ нлллΣ 
the number of manufacturing workers declined by ~ 24%. Between 2001 and 
2010, the number declined by ~ 35%. Industries included in manufacturing changed in 

2000; numbers are not directly comparable.  



aŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ 
manufacturing jobs than it did 30 years ago. 

Paper and Printing 
Manufacturing

Food 
Manufacturing

Wood Product 
Manufacturing

Computer and 
Electronic Product 

Manufacturing                                                                                                                

Other 
Manufacturing

Manufacturing Jobs by Industry in 2010
Oregon, 163,200 Manufacturing Jobs

Paper and Printing 
Manufacturing

Food 
Manufacturing

Wood Product 
Manufacturing

Electronic Product 
Manufacturing                                                                                                                

Other 
Manufacturing

Manufacturing Jobs by Industry in 1979
Oregon, 228,500 Manufacturing Jobs

Note: the industry classification systems changed in 2001. The businesses included in the broad 
industry groups were revised so the data in these two graphs are not directly comparable. However, in 
general,  electronic products manufacturing increased from ~4% to ~ 22%; wood products decreased 
from ~36% to ~15%; food manufacturing increased from ~11% to ~14%; paper and printing decreased 
from ~9% to ~6%. 
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Sawmills Operating in the Western U.S. 

1990-2010 
 

Sawmills (left scale) 

Average Production Per Mill (right scale) 

Source: Western Wood Products Association 



Recent Challenges ς industrial ups and downs 

   

The 2008 recession caused a number of significant structural changes to 
hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΦ 

 

- {ƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΥ 

- Change in total employment:  
- 2004 (pre-recession);  

- 2007 (the start of the recession);  

- 2010 (recovery) 
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Douglas County Employment by Industry 
2004, 2007, 2010: Covered Employment  

2004 2007 2010 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Covered Employment  & Wages. 

2004: strong 
economy 

2007:  shift to 
the recession 

Recession ended June 
2009; beginning of 
recovery in 2010 

Note: the number of state government employees increased dramatically 
when home health workers were added to the employment count in 2005.  



Summarizing the previous graph: Douglas County Employment,  
comparing 2004, 2007, and 2010 (Recession: 2007-2009) 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Covered Employment & Wages (QCEW) 

Note: The 2004 total payroll was $1,140,111,524, which would have been equivalent to  ~ $1,313,129,289 in 2010. The 2010 totally 
payroll was $1,143,674; this difference represents an approximate 13% decline in purchasing power between 2004 and 2010. 

  2004 2007 2010 
Change: 2004 and 

2007 
Change: 2007 and 

2010 
Overall change: 
2004 and 2010 

Natural resources and mining 1,510 1,425 1,325 -5.6% -7.0% -12.3% 

Construction 1,622 1,914 1,167 18.0% -39.0% -28.1% 

Manufacturing 6,329 5,745 4,145 -9.2% -27.9% -34.5% 

Trade, transportation, utilities 7,278 7,183 6,239 -1.3% -13.1% -14.3% 

Information 399 370 298 -7.3% -19.5% -25.3% 

Financial activities 1,207 1,293 1,136 7.1% -12.1% -5.9% 

Professional and business services 2,699 2,994 2,788 10.9% -6.9% 3.3% 

Educational and health services 4,419 4,529 4,491 2.5% -0.8% 1.6% 

Leisure and hospitality 3,336 3,625 3,170 8.7% -12.6% -5.0% 

Other services 1,280 1,261 1,245 -1.5% -1.3% -2.7% 

Federal government 1,514 1,481 1,502 -2.2% 1.4% -0.8% 

State government 588 1,143 1,179 94.4% 3.1% 100.5% 

Local government 5,703 5,892 5,634 3.3% -4.4% -1.2% 

TOTALS: 37,884 38,855 34,319 2.6% -11.7% -9.4% 

Note: private, non-classified omitted 



Impacts on people -- the faces of unemployment:  

 

- High levels of unemployment 

- High levels of long-term unemployment 

- ¢ƘŜ άƴŜǿ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘέ ΧΦ  
- Older workers damaged by the recession;  

- ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜέ 

- Characteristics ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ¦ƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
Benefit Recipients 

- Where they used to work 

- What they used to do 

- tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΥ ŀƎŜΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ 
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Four out of 10 unemployed Oregonians have been without a job for six months 
or more. Long-term unemployment is a big challenge following the recession.  
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The long-term unemployed:

74,800 Oregonians in October 2011 

39 percent of unemployed population

Source: Local Area Unemployment Statistics



¢ƘŜ άƴŜǿ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘέ ς those not having experienced high levels of unemployment in past years. One 
group is older workers, very few of whom were unemployed before the recession. 
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Unemployment Among Oregonians Ages 55 and Over
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Source: Current Population Survey

Unemployment averages five weeks longer for those 55 and over than for those ages 25 to 54. 
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At least one in four workers is over 55 in some coastal and rural counties. 
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http://www.oregon.gov/EMPLOY/BUDGET/UI/Annual_Reports.shtml 

Over 1/3 of  Douglas County benefit 
recipients were age 50 or older 
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Teen Hiring Halved in Recession, Accelerating a Downward Trend
Oregon, Third Quarter New Hires Ages 14-18

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Local Employment Dynamics

aƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘέ Χ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ-half the number of teenagers 
were getting hired during the last few summers.    





¢ƘŜ άƴŜǿ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘέ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Occupational Groups with Largest Rise in Unemployment Rate, Nationwide

2007 2009

Rate Rate Change

Construction and extraction 7.6 19.7 12.1

Production 5.7 14.7 9.0

Farming, fishing, and forestry 8.5 16.2 7.7

Transportation and material moving 5.8 13.3 7.5

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Douglas County:  
 1) Production 
 2) Transportation & material moving 
 3) Construction & extraction 
 4) Office & administrative support 
 

NoteΥ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ мнΦм҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 
covered by the unemployment insurance program, 24.0% of 2010, unemployment 
benefit recipients reported having worked in manufacturing;  construction 
employment = 3.4% of workers but 13.0% of benefit recipients.  
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15.9% have not 
completed high school. 

73.9% have no more 
than  high school. 





http://cafehayek.com/site/wp-
content/uploads/2011/07/UnemploymentEd.jpg 



Looking ahead:  2010 ð 2020 Projections  

 

ïRecovery: employment, industries, and occupations 
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Slide provided by Amy Vander Vliet, Regional Economist for Portland Metro Area 



Job growth is expected to be slower in rural areas over the next decade. 
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{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƧƻōǎΧ 

 -  5,000  10,000  15,000  20,000  25,000  30,000

General merchandise stores

Food and beverage stores

Merchant wholesalers, durable goods

Social assistance

Specialty trade contractors

Hospitals

Nursing and residential care facilities

Ambulatory health care services

Administrative and support services

Food services and drinking places

Oregon Industries Adding Most Jobs, 2010-2020



Douglas County: Industry Employment Forecast, 2010-2020 

2010 2020 Change 

County %              

Change 

State % 

Change 

Total payroll employment   34,680       40,220  5,540 16% 18% 

    Total private   26,290       31,400  5,110 19% 20% 

        Natural resources and mining     1,390         1,660  270 19% 16% 

        Construction     1,180         1,500  320 27% 27% 

        Manufacturing     4,160         4,790  630 15% 15% 

        Trade, transportation, and utilities     6,310         7,180  870 14% 16% 

        Information        300            290  -10 -3% 14% 

        Financial activities     1,370         1,560  190 14% 13% 

        Professional and business services     2,800         3,640  840 30% 27% 

        Educational and health services     4,510         5,870  1,360 30% 30% 

        Leisure and hospitality     3,170         3,640  470 15% 19% 

        Other services     1,100         1,280  180 16% 16% 

    Government     8,390         8,820  430 5% 7% 

        Federal government     1,500         1,410  -90 -6% -8% 

        State government     1,200         1,270  70 6% 10% 

        Local government     5,690         6,140  450 8% 9% 

            Local education     2,880         3,090  210 7% 9% 

Note: Industry and occupational employment totals are not equal due to rounding. 

Note: Farm employment is included in natural resources and mining. 



Douglas County Occupational Projections for 2010 - 2020  

2010              

Employment 

2020              

Employment 

Change       

2010 - 

2020 

  

Percent 

Change 

  

Growth 

Openings 

Replacement 

Openings 

Total 

Openings Occupational Group     

    

Management, Business, and Financial 2,049 2,349 300   14.6%   307 467 774 

Professional and Related 4,470 4,923 453   10.1%   472 1,099 1,571 

Health Care 3,031 3,739 708   23.4%   709 595 1,304 

Service 6,196 7,219 1,023   16.5%   1,023 1,954 2,977 

Sales and Related 3,535 4,061 526   14.9%   529 1,199 1,728 

Office and Administrative Support 5,066 5,964 898   17.7%   922 1,206 2,128 

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry 985 1,169 184   18.7%   184 277 461 

Construction and Extraction 1,209 1,470 261   21.6%   261 288 549 

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 1,451 1,649 198   13.6%   214 342 556 

Production 2,293 2,669 376   16.4%   426 488 914 

Transportation and Material Moving 3,630 4,202 572   15.8%   572 956 1,528 

Nonclassifiable 750 784 34   4.5%   34 28 62 

Total All Occupations 34,665 40,198 5,533   16.0%   5,653 8,899 14,552 



- Oregon Manufacturing Employment by Area: 1979 and 2011 

- Oregon Duration of Employment (trends) 

- Douglas County Map of Foreclosures (November 2011) 

- Alternative Measures of Labor Underutilization (unemployment rates, Nov. 
2011) 

- Douglas County: Industry Mix for 2010 

- Douglas County: Industries having employed those receiving 
unemployment insurance benefits (2010) 

- Douglas County: Occupations represented by those receiving 
unemployment insurance benefits (2010) 

- Oregon: more openings from replacement than growth  

- Douglas County: Occupational Projections, 2010 ς 2020: top 25 
occupations with the most total openings 

Appendix 



In 1979 Portland (and the Oregon counties that would later be added to the MSA)  

accounted for half of all manufacturing jobs. 

Portland
45%

Future Portland*
4%

Salem
7%

Eugene
9%

Future Bend, 
Corvallis, and

Medford MSAs
7%

Non MSA
28%

Oregon Manufacturing Employment by Urban Area,
1979

* Columbia and Yamhill counties



By June 2011, Portland accounted for two of every three, Oregon manufacturing jobs. 

Portland MSA
65%

Eugene MSA
7%

Salem MSA
7%

Medford MSA
4%

Bend MSA
2%

Corvallis MSA
2%

Non MSA
13%

Oregon Manufacturing Employment by Urban Area, 
June 2011
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http://www.realtytrac.com/trendcenter/trend.html  

http://www.realtytrac.com/trendcenter/trend.html


Douglas County: 12.8% 



Natural resources and 
mining, 1,325, 3.9% 

Construction, 1,167, 3.4% 

Manufacturing, 4,145, 
12.1% 

Trade, transportation, 
utilities, 6,239, 18.2% 

Information, 298, 0.9% 

Financial activities, 1,136, 
3.3% 

Professional and business 
services, 2,788, 8.1% 

Educational and health 
services, 4,491, 13.1% 

Leisure and hospitality, 
3,170, 9.2% 

Other services, 1,245, 
3.6% 

Federal government, 
1,502, 4.4% 

State government, 1,179, 
3.4% 

Local government, 5,634, 
16.4% 

Douglas County, 2010 Covered Employment (Covered Employment & Wages (QCEW)) 



Ag-forestry-fishing-hunting, 853, 
7.2% 

Mining, 76, 0.6% 

Construction, 1,544, 13.0% 

Manufacturing, 2,845, 24.0% 

Wholesale trade, 244, 2.1% 

Retail trade, 1,153, 9.7% Transportation + warehousing, 
601, 5.1% 

Information, 89, 0.7% 

Finance + insurance, 135, 1.1% 

Real estate + rental-leasing, 146, 
1.2% 

Professional, scientific, technical 
svc., 220, 1.9% 

Admin, support, waste mgmt, 
939, 7.9% 

Educational services, 154, 1.3% 

Health care + social assistance, 
1,084, 9.1% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
89, 0.7% 

Accommodate, food services, 
988, 8.3% 

other services, 274, 2.3% 

Public administration, 435, 3.7% 

Industries Represented by Douglas County  
Unemployment Insurance Benefit Recipients 
2010 -- for those reporting  

http://www.oregon.gov/EMPLOY/BUDGET/UI/Annual_Reports.shtml 

Accounted for 3.4% of total 
covered employment 

Accounted for 12.1% of total 
covered employment 



Occupations Represented by 2010 Douglas County  
Unemployment Insurance Benefit Recipients 

Production 1,928 

Transportation & material moving 1,574 

Construction & extraction 1,573 

Installation, maintenance, repair 705 

Management 409 

Business & financial operations 129 

Architecture & engineering 126 

Computer & mathematical 65 

Life, physical & social science 63 

Military 56 

Legal 17 

Office & admin. support 1,117 

Sales & related 871 

Protective services 323 

Education, training, library 184 

Community & social services 127 

Healthcare practicioners & technical 162 

Healthcare support 340 

Personal care & services 337 

Food prep. & serving related 748 

Arts, design, media, entertainment, etc. 68 

Farming, fishing, forestry 660 

Building & grounds/maintenance 379 

Major Industries in Douglas County 
όhǊŜƎƻƴ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ нлмл /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ϧ ²ŀƎŜǎΣ v/9²ύ 

 

Å Trade, transportation, utilities: 18.2% 

ï 66.5% retail trade 

Å Local government: 16.4% 

Å Educational & health services: 13.1% 

ï 94.1% Health and social assistance 

Å Manufacturing: 12.1% 

ï 67.5% Wood products 

Å Leisure & hospitality: 9.2% 

ï 79.2% Accommodations and food services 

Å Professional & business services: 8.1% 

Nationwide: Occupations related to construction and 
administrative support were among those with the greatest jump 

in unemployment over the recession.  
 

Occupations with Significantly Increased Unemployment Rates 
       
      2007  2009  
       Rate  Rate Change 
 
Millwrights        4.0   26.1   22.1 
Human resources 
   assistants        2.1   14.6   12.5 
Interviewers        5.0   16.6   11.6 
Drafters        3.6   15.2                   11.6 
Architects        1.2   10.8                      9.6  
 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics   

http://www.oregon.gov/EMPLOY/BUDGET/UI/Annual_Reports.shtml 



The aging workforce means that more openings will be from replacements than 
from growth. 

0 50,000 100,000 150,000
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Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

Construction and Extraction

Production

Transportation and Material Moving

Management, Business, and Financial

Health Care

Sales and Related

Professional and Related

Office and Administrative Support

Service

Oregon Projected Occupational Openings 2010 - 2020

Growth Openings

Replacement Openings



  

  

SOC Title 

  

2010 

Employment 

2020 

Employment 

  

Change 

Percent 

Change 

Growth 

Openings 

Replacement 

Openings 

Total 

Openings 

1 Cashiers 918 1,018 100 10.9% 100 439 539 

2 Retail Salespersons 1,158 1,328 170 14.7% 170 365 535 

3 

Combined Food Preparation & Serving 

Workers, Incl. Fast Food 990 1,137 147 14.8% 147 297 444 

4 

Laborers and Freight, Stock, and Material 

Movers, Hand 787 927 140 17.8% 140 274 414 

5 Waiters and Waitresses 508 583 75 14.8% 75 272 347 

6 Truck Drivers, Heavy and Tractor-Trailer 874 1,021 147 16.8% 147 188 335 

7 Registered Nurses 783 932 149 19.0% 149 155 304 

8 Janitors and Cleaners 629 728 99 15.7% 99 128 227 

9 Office Clerks, General 614 715 101 16.4% 101 118 219 

10 Customer Service Representatives 353 453 100 28.3% 100 114 214 

11 

Fork Lift, Industrial Truck and Tractor 

Operators 347 413 66 19.0% 66 108 174 

12 Nursing Aides, Orderlies, and Attendants 417 522 105 25.2% 105 61 166 

Douglas County Occupational Projections, 2010 ς 2020, 
sorted by Total Openings 



  

SOC Title 

2010 

Employment 

2020 

Employment 

  

Change 

Percent 

Change 

Growth 

Openings 

Replacement 

Openings 

Total 

Openings 

13 

Counter Attendants in Cafeterias, Food 

Concessions, Coffee Shops 172 197 25 14.5% 25 134 159 

14 Teacher Assistants 487 527 40 8.2% 40 114 154 

15 Receptionists and Information Clerks 256 321 65 25.4% 65 87 152 

16 

Bookkeeping, Accounting, and Auditing 

Clerks 546 632 86 15.8% 86 65 151 

17 General and Operations Managers 370 443 73 19.7% 73 76 149 

18 

Supervisors & Managers of Office & 

Administrative Support Workers 296 352 56 18.9% 56 87 143 

19 Home Health Aides 251 352 101 40.2% 101 39 140 

20 

Secondary School Teachers, Not Special & 

Vocational Education 362 391 29 8.0% 29 103 132 

21 Machine Feeders and Offbearers 411 472 61 14.8% 61 70 131 

22 

Supervisors and Managers of Retail Sales 

Workers 319 364 45 14.1% 45 80 125 

23 

Elementary School Teachers, Except 

Special Education 376 405 29 7.7% 29 86 115 

24 Telemarketers 168 238 70 41.7% 70 43 113 

25 Production Workers, All Other 238 281 43 18.1% 43 68 111 
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